
Dear Doherty Students and Families, 

I wanted to reach out and say hello and welcome back from spring break. Two weeks ago 

when we originally shut down schools, I don’t know that any of us truly understood the 

impact the COVID-19 would have on our world, nation, state, and Doherty High School. 

Those realities now seem to be coming into focus and what we are seeing obviously concerns 

me on a human level, but takes a much deeper toll when I consider it’s impact on Sparta.  

As a school, we have an unparalleled ability to deal with adversity. My expectation is that 

those abilities will be on full display for the remainder of this school year. Right now, we 

along with schools across the country, are adopting distance learning models to ensure that 

learning continues for the remainder of the school year. I expect that every Doherty 

Spartan engage in learning every day. For those students that lack a laptop computer we 

will be designing a distribution system to make sure that each of you has the tools and the 

connection to continue to learn. We anticipate distributing laptops to students beginning 

the week of April 6th. We will be communicating what the distribution process will look like 

in the coming days.  

For more thorough information on distance learning, D11 is developing a new website page 

filled with resources and access options which can be found here. It is still a work in 

progress but there is some information available to start with.  

To the Class of 2020, I can’t begin to share with you the pain that I feel for you as a class, 

but also for each of you individually. In 34 years of working in public education, I’ve never 

met a group of people who were stronger, more resilient, and had the ability to adapt, 

improvise and overcome quite like you. What I do know is that the skills that you’ve 

learned from adversity will make you the strongest graduating class Doherty High School 

has ever known.  

As I write this, I know you have many questions unfortunately, at this time I don’t have all 

the answers. Yesterday, the president announced the extension of social distancing 

measures through the end of April. We’re all wondering if school will reopen. I suspect we 

all have opinions on this matter, but as of yet, those final decisions have not been made. 

Leadership requires the ability to look ahead; that look must take into consideration all the 

variables of our current situation.  I cannot and will not tell you things that you simply 

want to hear. I must be truthful and honest because you deserve nothing less.  

I’m sure all of you are asking will we have prom? What about graduation? What about 

senior activities? Trust me when I say I’ve asked those very same questions myself. While I 

don’t have final answers to those questions and in the spirit of leaders looking ahead, I 

challenge each of you to begin thinking about what we could do to have fun like we do at 

prom, yearbook distribution, the senior barbecue and farewell assembly, and how we as a 

school community will celebrate the accomplishments, resilience, hope, and future of the 

Doherty Graduating Class of 2020.  

In the next week or two, I will be meeting with student government and tasking them with 

collaborating with a wide range of students from this year’s graduating class. The purpose 

will be to design and plan our celebrations and recognitions for all members of the Class of 

https://www.d11.org/DistanceLearning


2020. We will be using our typical communications platforms to make sure that all students 

have voice in the decision-making process and that all viable ideas are considered. In all 

honesty, I’m excited to see your proposals because I know what you’re capable of.  

I want to remind each of you that in SPARTA we are well-conditioned to handle 

disruption; it’s what we seem to do, and to our credit, we do it well. There’s nothing the 

Doherty Spartans can’t handle because together we are Spartan Strong! 

Peace and Tranquility SPARTA and mind your social distance. 

 


